GETTING MARRIED

“It’s only a piece of paper”, is what is said when the argument is made for giving the same rights to cohabitants as to married people.  It’s clearly a very important piece of paper, nonetheless, of the utmost significance to life, equal love and happiness, says the gay community, when gay marriage is on the agenda. So what, if anything, is significant about the marriage ceremony?

All developed nations over hundreds of years have attached a great deal of significance to oaths, promises and ceremonies. As with other changes of status, so too marriage and its promises in a formal ceremony, complete with special clothes, rituals and insignia.  It is the strongest bond ever invented to link together two people and two families, for now and for posterity – intimately, legally, politically, religiously, civilly and publicly.  Not only is it the safest environment for children, it provides a link to history, to previous generations and generations yet to come.  It will be there in the records when future researchers want to find out about their origins, their families and the demography of the past.  It changes a personal history, and a societal history, forever.  It must of course be public, in front of friends and family, and open to be seen, otherwise it cannot fulfil this purpose.  It is the concern of the families and also of wider society and future generations. The cohabiting relationship is of a different - equally valid - nature.
It is time to place marriage issues up there along with climate change, poverty and peace as a topic pre-eminently relevant to present and future success and health.
